Aace MMM% 101

Traning 101 for Whippet Watchwill deal mostly with
training Whippetstha cometo our ranch. | will behappy to
answer questionsinthese articles soif youwould liketo
ask something | will try to answer any questionsin the next
issue. The best way to do thisisto email methe quegtion a:
windyglens@eol .com.

Thisdog thing started for me asachild in Hibbing,
Minn. My Sster had asthma, and | was nat allowed to
have adog. Several timesover theyearsmy Sger's
ashmawould get worse and my folkswould go looking
for the cause. It alwaysturned out to bethe puppy | had
hidden down in the basement. It was easy to do sincel
had the honor of being the ol dest and thereforethe
furnace tender.

Traning isachdlengeto me. | love working with dogs and
have never met abad dog. Y ou can dwaystdl what ison
their mind by reading the eyes. A dog will never lie, or stab
youinthe back, and they dwayswant to please, thetrick is
tobe abletolet them know what is expected and reward
when agood job isdone. It does not nesd to be aphysicd
treat just aword will do thetrick. Everything that is done
with adog & our ranch ispart of their training.
Socidlization is one of the mogt important things for a pup.
It isheart breaking to see ayoung dog that isscared to
death of everything except the ownersyard. Getting the
dog to repect you and ligen is very important. Very often
you will seefolkstalking to the dog and the dogs just will
not ligen. Mog of these the folks are not talking to the
dog they aretalking a them.

Paying with the youngsters and letting others play with
them doesaworld of good. | | my pupsruntogether, and
with adults, from the time they can stand up. I never did
subscribe to the philosophy that playing leads to bumping.
Playing and running buildsthe musde | can get apups
head on right and get 100% from them, but their ability
will beonly asgood as the body will allow. Good musde
can always be tuned up but they will not put on new
muscle asan adult.

Jug runninginasmal yard or alittliejogisfine, butto
developared racing muscle the dog hasto run. Thereisa
fineline asto how much to do without endangering the
pups because the growing bones and joints can only take
s0 much. | am fortunate to have miles of land behind the
ranch that allow me'to free run the dogs. Wedo aseven
mile runsto the creek and back over someroughterran
that redly builds muscle and feet that hold up very well. |
turn haf adozen or so, loose and jump on the quad, inthe
old days | used to run with them, now | ride. | am sure
many ownerswould be shocked to seethe ground their
youngstersrun over and do not get injuries.

Having a permanent track givesusan advantagein tran-
ing when the pups are young. | put them in out door
kennd boxesthat are located near the starting box. This
givesthe pupstime away from people wherethe only
thing that ishappening isthe |oading and running of races
and training dogs They can see and hear dl thenoisethe
boxes make and see the other dogsrun. The holding boxes
aeabank of sx that came from Flagler Greyhound track
in Horida They are big enough for greyhoundsto sand
up in and move around. The same thing can be accom-
plished with a regular Vari Kennel. Thekennel crate can
be set out of the way, off to the Sde, awaysin front of the
gtarting box and the pup | eft therefor awhile to observe.
Thisprevents the dog from having human interference for
short periods.

Toenailsareareal important aspect of puppy training. | do
the nails about every 10 daysto two weeksand they learn
thisfrom when they are babies If the nailsaretoo long,
the dogs can injure the bones and ligaments in thelr feet
when they run, and if the nailsinterfere they will not give
you 100%. | have some falksthat | do nails for the day of
the meet, whichisnot good, but it isbetter than nothing.
When thisisdone there isno doubt whoisin charge,
when it comes to nailsanyway.

There aremany opinionson the function of Dew Claws,
and | believethe only thing dew clawsare good for isa
down payment on the vet's Porsche. | have seen dew claw
injuriesthat could have been avoided and | do not believe
they arethereto use asastopping or turning device for the
animal. Inthe early years| did my own dew claws, unfor-
tunately | did aterriblejob and some grew back. The
southern Californiafolks started calling me dew daw
Don. | have avet that doesa grest job and a year ago he
wasnot available 0| did it mysdlf and guesswhat? | do
not do any better now than | did then. Recing Greyhounds
do nat remove the dew claws but they run on a sand track
and only onceevary five daysor s0. Theworse injuries|
have seen have been open field coursing where they can
Qet ripped off very easy, then you have bone problems.

| liketo give pupsashort sprint, from 25 to 100 yards
depending on age and interest. | go much dower with train-
ing pups then mogt folks for a.couple reasons. | don't think
most puppies are mentally ready at seven or @ght monthsto
be expected to learn the game completdly. At thet age it
should beafun game, not getting seriousfor nationd
comptition. Moreimportant thebody isnot reedy for push-
ingtothelimits asis expected of the adultsand they can
hurt themselveswhich inturn canlead to alack of interest.
Somefolks usethefish pole method to teach keenness on
the lurewhich is good a0 especially when training tracks
aenot available. Putting afur or rag on agtring and using

apoleto swing it around will get aninterest up in going
for thelure. I do thisbut only with onepup & atimeas
they will eventually go to the other dog if you do more
than one.

Remember nothing inracing or training isin concrete and
everything | say isagenerdlity. There have been somedogs,
like Amplifax, who waswinning megts at ninemonthsand
just kept onwinning. | do not atributethisto training. He
wasone exceptiona dog when it comesto straight racing.
Every dog that comeshereisachdlengeto us If | cannot
getadog to dowhat | want, that isgive me 100% on the
track, they are smarter than | am. | enjoy running the meet
winning dog asmuch asanyone but | am fortunate enough
toredizewhenthekidsaregivingme 100%. | amjug as
ticked with adog that getslagt aslong asheisgiving his
best. Sally and | work asateam ontrying to read these guys.
Some times| cometo acrossroad wherel think thedog
should beacertain level, and it is great to have a partner with
sawvy and dog senseto work with.

| relate dog racing to going to the Olympics. Imagine
the officials announce that today all the events have
been canceled except for the 100 yard dash and every-
onewill have to competein the 100 yard dash! Of
course the 100 yard dash guys are going to kick buit, it
means nothing more than that, they are just the better
sprinters. | have been very fortunate in my life to have
somegreat dogs | have aso been fortunate to have
some of the best Oval, apen field, and lure coursing
dogs like Blur who was one of the top ova dogs for
years. An excellent dog in thefield CCand CM also an
LCM inlure coursing yet he never got so much asone
point in straight racing. Hejust did not cotton toiit like
he did the eventsthat had more than a sprint to the
finish. | do not endorse one type of event over ancther.
Not all dogswill win straight race meets and not al can
will an open fidld hunt. Aslong asyou and your dog are
enjoying what you do, have at it. They will let you
know when they do not enjoy it any more.

| have not written o much since my |ast Ietter to the IRS
and | hope this more productive. In the next segment | will
get into working young dogs and the seps wetake to
training from never seeing alureto firg race.

—Don

Don and Sally Papin livein Anderson, CAon
their Ranchwhichissa up totrain and race
sighthounds. Don isa past president of the
Southern California Whippet Association,
National Open Field Coursing Assod ation and
isthe current National Director of the Large
Gazehound Racing Association. Heisthe
founder of the Rapid Transit Greyhound club
and a licensed judge for ASFA, AKC lure
coursing, NOFCA, NACA, TCC, and currently
host race meetsfor CWA, NAWRA, WRA,
NOTRAand LGRA.
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