2025 WRA Rule Change Proposals

6 proposals in total, found on the pages below. Active clubs get a vote. Please consult with your

club to express your views/opinions on any rules. Feel free to open a discussion regarding any
rule(s) on Facebook.

WRA Board



PROPOSAL #1

WRA Rule Book Section 2.8.1 Seniors and Legends Classes

Current Wording:

In addition to the regular puppy and adult classes held at the national meet, the
host club is encouraged to have the special classes of seniors and legends.

1) The criteria for eligibility to run in either of these classes is that the dog has,
or will have attained the age limitation as follows:

a) If the national is held prior to June 30th:

Seniors will be dogs who will turn nine prior to June 30th of that year.
Legends will be dogs who will turn 11 prior to June 30th of that year.
b) If the national is held after July 1st:

Seniors will be dogs who will turn nine prior to December 31st of that year.
Legends will be dogs who will turn 11 prior to December 31st of that year.

2) Legends and Seniors classes must run at least 100 yards, but can run any
distance from 100 to 200 yards at the owner's discretion. All owners must agree on
the distance run.

3) Legends and Seniors may be hand slipped in deference to their age, IF all
owners agree.

4) These classes will run once. Entrants in these classes will NOT count toward
the number of adult starters, for the purpose of awarding championship and national
points.

5) It is not necessary to measure dogs running only in Legends or Seniors.

Proposed Wording:

In addition to the regular puppy and adult classes held at the national meet, the
host club is encouraged to have a Parade for the special classes of seniors and legends. Each
individual club may determine when, during the National Meet the Parade will be held.

a) If the national is held prior to June 30th:

Seniors will be dogs who will turn nine prior to June 30th of that year.
Legends will be dogs who will turn 11 prior to June 30th of that year.

b) If the national is held after July 1st:

Seniors will be dogs who will turn nine prior to December 31st of that year.
Legends will be dogs who will turn 11 prior to December 31st of that year.



Reason:

. Many people do not want to run their Senior or Legend dogs but would still like to show them
off to the race fancy. Incorporating a Parade into the National Meet will give owners this
opportunity.



PROPOSAL #2

Proposal for Changes to the Rotation by Points

Over the years several have noticed that the draw for Program 2 is done one way for nine of the
twelve possible placements earned in Program 1 (1st, 2"d, 3™ for all races and 4, 5t and 6" for
high-point races) and it is done a different way for the three remaining placements (4", 5t and 6™
for only non-high point races). The proposed change has little to no effect on small meets, but it
applies a more consistent draw for Program 2 in that the same method of drawing the board is
applied to all placements across the entire board. In this way, for example, a dog in the highest B
race who doesn’t finish the race but scores a zero DNF (0d) does not remain in a higher race when
compared to the dogs who finished 4t, 5% and 6% throughout the rest of the B grade and other
grades. This is even truer in that the alternating draw can place dogs in higher races where they
should perform to remain rather than finish last and still hold a higher standing going into the next
Program because 4™, 5t and 6" along with dnf/oc are all treated equally. (The Grade reference
above is simply used as it helps illustrate the problem more clearly.)

5.3.2 Rotation by Points

After the first complete program Whippets are regrouped by race points earned in the preceding
programs as follows:

For Program 2, Whippets are regrouped by the points earned, the placement earned in a given race,
and then the race number from Program 1. For example, each Whippet from Program 1 is taken
from the board or race sheets in sequence from the highest total points earned down to the lowest.
Whippets having the same number of points and a score greater than 0 (zero) are removed in
sequence from the highest race [for purposes of this paragraph, the “highest” race is the last one
run in each grade and the lowest is the first race run in each grade.] to the lowest.

Whippets scoring 0 (zero) after Program 1 should be taken by placement first, then in race order
down to the lowest race. If a Whippet received a score of 0 due to not completing Program 1 (e.g.
DNF or OC), then this Whippet should be taken from the board or race sheets after all Whippets who
completed Program 1 have been taken. The table below should help clarify the current vs. proposed
draw process for Program 2.

(NOTE: The Current Board table is only included here to help demonstrate the proposed change.)

Current Board Draw for Program 2 Proposed Board Draw for Program 2
(ties are worked in as appropriate) (ties are worked in as appropriate)
All 8 point dogs (1¢t place high pt) All 8 point dogs (1%t place high point)
All 6 point dogs (2" place high pt) All 6 point dogs (2" place high point)
All 5 point dogs (3™ place high pt/1st place non-high) | All 5 point dogs (3™ place high/1st non-high pt)
All 4 point dogs (4t place high pt) All 4 point dogs (4% place high)

All 3 point dogs (5% place high pt/2" place non-high) | All 3 point dogs (5t place high/2"d non-high pt)
All 2 point dogs (6% place high pt/3™ place non-high) | All 2 point dogs (6" place high/3™ non-high pt)
All 0 point dogs (4%, 5t, 6t non-high & dnf/oc) All 0 point dogs (4% place non-high pt)

All 0 point dogs (5% place non-high pt)

All 0 point dogs (6% place non-high pt)

All 0 point dogs (dnf/oc/non-finishing)



The racers are then grouped into their races according to the set-up chart. Whippets are then
randomly drawn within each race as stated in section 5.3 above, meaning the first name drawn for
each race will get box #1, the second name will get box #2 and so on down through all races in the
complete program.

For Programs 3 and 4, After-thefirst-completeproegrarm Whippets are regrouped by the total race

points earned in the preceding programs. This procedure of grouping by similar points continues
until the end of the meet. Each Whippet’s peintsare is taken from the board or race sheets in
sequence from the Whippet with the highest total points earned, down to the lowest. Whippets
having the same number of total points are removed in sequence from the highest race [for
purposes of this paragraph, the “highest” race is the last one run in each grade and the lowest is the
first race run in each grade.] to the lowest and within any given race by the order of finish.

For the final program rotation (i.e. 4th Program), if a whippet finishes in last place in the 3rd
Program high point race and has the same number of points as the whippet that wins the 3rd
Program semi-feature race, then the winner of the semi-feature will move up to the high point race
and the last place finisher will move down to the semi-feature. The racers are then grouped into
their race according to the set-up chart. Whippets are then randomly drawn within each race as
stated in section 5.3 above, meaning the first name drawn for each race will get box #1, the second
name will get box #2 and so on down through all races in the complete program.

For all Programs, the high point adult race should always have six (6) starters, except for the first
heat where all whippets are grouped by grade only. When necessary, the semi-feature on down may
have less than six (6) starters. These gaps should begin in the second race, and go consecutively
upward, and should not be intermittent throughout the race program. (Please refer to Figure 2
“Quick Setup Chart”).

Reason for Change:

Currently, for Program 2 the same draw methodology is not applied to all placements and rather
than race similarly placing competitors, whippets placing 4%, 5% and 6™ or dnf/oc continue to race
the same competitors possibly over and over. Whippets earning points in 15t, 2"d, 37 and high-point
4th 5t and 6% places compete against a variety of competitors from other races who placed
similarly in Program 1. For example, all 2" place non-high point racers who earned 3 points are
grouped together and may also race against the 5% place high point finishers who earned 3 points in
Program 1. Similarly, all 15t place high point competitors are grouped together in Program 2, but in
the case of 4% place non-high point whippets, they do not get grouped with other 4™ place finishers
but with the whippets they just beat who placed 5% and 6™ or possibly dnf/oc.

This change in the draw will have little to no effect at small meets; but, could have an impact at
large meets, such as the Nationals, and provides that all placements from the 15t program then
determine the draw for all competitors in the 2" program which is especially important given the
alternating draw often used at large meets for Program 1.



PROPOSAL #3

Puppy Races
5.5.1 Age

Young Whippets who have reached the age of eight (8) months, but have not reached the age
of fourteen (14) months the first day of a WRA meet are eligible to run in a special series of
puppy races. Should a Whippet under fourteen (14) months of age compete in an adult race, it
is no longer eligible to run in any puppy race at any meet thereafter with the exception of the
National Race meet. A Whippet under fourteen (14) months of age who does not complete an
adult race meet and does not compete in more than two adult race meets may enter as a puppy
at the National Race Meet. (Abuse of this ruling on age will disqualify, and all trophies, money,
ribbons, etc., must be returned by the owner.) A young puppy under fourteen (14) months of age
cannot be entered on the same program as both a puppy and adult racer.

Reasoning:

There have been issues with less than fully trained puppies at multiple National Race meets.
Young dogs are especially vulnerable to bad experiences, so less than fully trained puppies can
put others' careers at risk.

There are often many more puppies entered at the National than in a regular race meet. Not all
areas have regular practices either, so allowing puppies to enter an adult meet for training can
enable puppies to get more/better experience running with others and therefore make the
National Race Meet puppy class safer. In addition, it would allow a young adult to help make
numbers for a meet without sacrificing its ability to run at the National.

A puppy is a puppy because of age. Running a few programs in an adult race doesn't change
the fact that it's still a puppy. Added experience for entrants is a positive.



PROPOSAL #4

6.6 Racing Muzzles

All Whippets must wear racing muzzles of good quality and in good condition during the regular race event and
schooling races. Muzzles should be of the box type and should give a Whippet full freedom to open its mouth
before, during and after a race. Any owner new to racing should first inquire of the experienced race Whippet
owners before having a special muzzle made. There are several types available constructed of leather, plastic and
Teflon. Light wire muzzles covered with a heavy rubber or plastic coating of the English type are permissible, but
not recommended. Muzzles that are NOT permitted include:

e Muzzles made of heavy wire that could bruise or cut other Whippets at the finish of a
race-sreterbidden. Alse—

e Uncoated wire muzzles-are-not-allowed. Anyone using an uncoated wire muzzle will have
his or her Whippets excused from the race meet.

o Muzzles that allow a Whippet to grab the lure at the end of a race areforbidden-

« Any addition, modification or alteration (for example, blinkers/blinders, bling, charms, etc.)
to a muzzle which inhibits, restricts, or interferes with the full peripheral vision of a racer
or creates a hazard for other racers

Race muzzles will be inspected by the Inspection Committee before racing begins, at "Check-in and Measuring."

Whippets will wear muzzles while parading to the starting box. The Race Secretary may alter this ruling in cases of
extreme heat or under any emergency situation where it might be considered abusive to the racing Whippet. “NO
BARK” type muzzles are forbidden.

RATIONALE: Dogs rely on peripheral vision to be aware of other dogs around them while racing. (Changed
prohibited muzzles to a bulleted list for clarity since these were all within the previous paragraph.)



PROPOSAL #5

PROPOSALS FOR CHANGES TO WHIPPET RACE CHAMPION POINTS

This is presented as three proposals within one larger proposal. We wanted to give clubs the option
of increasing points; but, if they do not agree with the increase up to 100 or more adult starters,
they can still vote for an increase but at a lesser level.

If a club only votes YES for Proposal #1, then they are able to vote NO for Proposals #2 and #3 and
points and sets of points will go no further than the 80 or more adult starters.

If a club votes YES for Proposal #2, then they are also voting YES for #1 and they agree to the
points and sets of points offered for 80 to 89 and 90 or more adult starters. But, a club is still able to
vote NO for Proposal #3.

If a club votes YES for Proposal #3, then they are also voting YES for #1 and #2 and the points and
sets of points will be established for 80 to 89, 90 to 99 and 100 or more adult starters.

7.3 Whippet Race Champion Award Points

Whippet Race Champion Award Points are earned by the Whippets earning the highest number of
racing points in a race meet. The points are awarded according to the schedule of points
presented below.

¢ No Whippet which has already earned a Whippet Race Champion shall earn WRCh Award
Points.

o If the Whippet(s) with the highest number of race points have their WRCh title the
Whippet(s) with the next highest number of racing points, that have not earned their
WRCh will receive the Award Points.

e All Whippets with the title of WRCh count as entries when awarding WRCh Award Points.

Whippet Race Champion Award Points Schedule:

70 to 79 Adult Starters 78-Adut-WhippetsorMere (based on starters not entries)
8 WRCh points - High Point Winner
6 WRCh points - Second High Point Winner
4 WRCh points — Third High Point Winner
2 WRCh points - Fourth High Point Winner

PROPOSAL #1 (80+ Adult Whippets)
(awards one additional set of points over the current 70 or more level shown above)

80 to 89 Adult Starters
8 WRCh points - High Point Winner
6 WRCh points - Second High Point Winner
4 WRCh points - Third High Point Winner
3 WRCh points - Fourth High Point Winner
2 WRCh points - Fifth High Point Winner




PROPOSAL #2 (90+ Adult Whippets) includes Proposal #1
(no additional set of points but 3 additional WRCh points spread over 3 placements)

90 to 99 Adult Starters
8 WRCh points - High Point Winner
6 WRCh points - Second High Point Winner
5 WRCh points - Third High Point Winner
4 WRCh points - Fourth High Point Winner
3 WRCh points - Fifth High Point Winner

PROPOSAL #3 (100+ Adult Whippets) includes Proposals #1 and #2
(awards one additional set of points over the 90 to 99 adult starters)

100 Adult Whippets or More (based on starters not entries)
8 WRCh points — High Point Winner
6 WRCh points - Second High Point Winner
5 WRCh points - Third High Point Winner
4 WRCh points — Fourth High Point Winner
3 WRCh points - Fifth High Point Winner
2 WRCh points - Sixth High Point Winner

Reason for Change:

While the best competitors gather for the Nationals and very occasionally additional meets, there is
no change to the award of points after 79 adult starters. This proposal hopes to find a balance in
rewarding the strong competition at a large meet but also recognizing that the increased entries at a
large meet are at all levels/grades. We also did not want to diminish the accomplishments of the
past but wanted to find a balance in awarding whippets going forward at the highest level. With this
in mind and in an effort to not over-award, the set of points available was increased given the large
entry following the same pattern already established, points were added near the bottom of the
scale, and the 2-point award difference between 15t and 2" was not changed.

At past large events, there were ties near the top of the leaderboard so this also provides a
reasonable number of points to be split without going too far down the leaderboard; and, hopes to
avoid small fractions of points being awarded. Furthermore, the top award was not increased since
this already represents more than half the points needed for a Champion title. For a Champion title
whippets should perform well at multiple events.



PROPOSAL #6

PROPOSALS FOR CHANGES TO WHIPPET RACE CHAMPION EXCELLENT (NATIONAL)
POINTS

We are submitting the WRCh and WRChX proposals separately in hopes that some increase may be
gained at either or both levels. In this way, the National (Excellent) points can be voted on to still
mirror those awarded at the WRCh level or they can be voted to no longer mirror those awarded at
the initial Champion or WRCh level.

If a club only votes YES for Proposal #1, then they are able to vote NO for Proposals #2 and #3 and
points and sets of points will go no further than the 80 or more adult starters.

If a club votes YES for Proposal #2, then they are also voting YES for #1 and they agree to the
points and sets of points offered for 80 to 89 and 90 or more adult starters. But, a club is still able to
vote NO for Proposal #3.

If a club votes YES for Proposal #3, then they are also voting YES for #1 and #2 and the points and
sets of points will be established for 80 to 89, 90 to 99 and 100 or more adult starters.

7.4 Whippet Race Champion Excellent (National) Points

National points are earned by the Whippet earning the highest nhumber of racing
points in a race meet. The points are awarded according to the schedule of points
presented below. All Whippets with the title of WRChX or WRCh count as entries
when awarding WRChX points.

Whippet Race Champion Excellent Awards Points Schedule:

70 to 79 Adult Starters 78-Adult-WhippetsorMere (based on starters not entries)
8 WRChX points - High Point Winner
6 WRChX points - Second High Point Winner
4 WRChX points — Third High Point Winner
2 WRChX points - Fourth High Point Winner

PROPOSAL #1 (80+ Adult Whippets)
(awards one additional set of points over the current 70 or more level shown above)

80 to 89 Adult Starters
8 WRChX points - High Point Winner
6 WRChX points - Second High Point Winner
4 WRChX points — Third High Point Winner
3 WRChX points - Fourth High Point Winner
2 WRChX points - Fifth High Point Winner

PROPOSAL #2 (90+ Adult Whippets) includes Proposal #1
(no additional set of points but 3 additional WRChX points spread over 3 placements)

90 to 99 Adult Starters
8 WRChX points - High Point Winner
6 WRChX points - Second High Point Winner
5 WRChX points - Third High Point Winner




4 WRChX points - Fourth High Point Winner
3 WRChX points - Fifth High Point Winner

PROPOSAL #3 (100+ Adult Whippets) includes Proposals #1 and #2
(awards one additional set of points over the 90 to 99 adult starters)

100 Adult Whippets or More (based on starters not entries)
8 WRChX points - High Point Winner
6 WRChX points - Second High Point Winner
5 WRChX points — Third High Point Winner
4 WRChX points — Fourth High Point Winner
3 WRChX points - Fifth High Point Winner
2 WRChX points - Sixth High Point Winner

Reason for Change:
Same reasoning as given for Champion point awards.



